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òIf you lead with 
culture, 

language will follow.ó 



To study another language and 
culture gives one the powerful 

key to successful communication:

knowing how, when, and why
to say what to whom.

COMMUNICATION



INTERCULTURAL 
COMMUNICATIVE 
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and 
now?

What do you see?





é tantamount to perspective   

é intertwined with issues of 
power

é products and practices
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Pablo Muirhead

òCulture is a fluctuating embodiment 
of a groupõs products, practices and 

perspectives. Inseparable from  
language, culture is also impacted by 
issues of power as it can be used to 

marginalize or privilege.ó
Muirhead , P. (2009). Rethinking culture: Toward a pedagogy of possibility 

in world language education. Critical Inquiry in Language Studies, 
6(4), 243 -268.



Having a single cultural 
perspective.

Not being able to adopt 
different points of view.

AVOID BEING 
CULTURE BOUND



THEN NOW IDEAL

üPure focus on 
language

üòCultureó 
limited to 
upper-level 
coursework 
(through 
literature)

üRecognition of 
importance of culture

üStruggle to make it 
natural part at all 
levels

üMoving toward 
deeper understanding 
of culture

üSubconsciously 
infusing culture in 
lessons

üInextricable link 
between culture 
and language visible 
in classrooms

üStudents gain 
multiple 
perspectives that 
help them challenge 
societal injustices


