Integration of
Culture
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COMMUNICATION

To study another language and
culture gives one the powerful
key to successful communication:

knowing how, when, and why
to say what to whom.
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INTERCULTURAL
COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE

To study another language and
culture gives one the powerful
key to successful communication:

knowing how, when, and why
to say what to whom.
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The Iceberg Metaphor

What do you see?




The Iceberg Concept of Culture
Like an iceberg, the majority of culture is below the surface.
food = dress * music =
Surfiace Culture visual arts = drama = crafts

Above sea level dance = literature = language
Emotional load: relatively low

celebrations = games

courtesy = contextual
Unspoken Rules E—

Partially below sea level

personal space =

Emotional load: very high nonverbal communicati
pattern ns = ne S 0 : /
cou onshi 1 S ons rship
epts od = idea. 1
the 1 inter n rat )
to s/towa der on >SS
ni C )

ition of insanity = preference for competition or cooperation

of physical pain = concept of “self” = concept of past and future

n of obscenity = attitudes toward dependents = problem-solving
in relation to age, sex, class, occupation, kinship, and so forth
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Culture is..
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In other words..

oOoCul ture 1 s a fluc
of a groupos produ
perspectives. Inseparable from
language, culture Is also impacted by
Issues of power as it can be used to
mar gi nal il ze ¢

Muirhead , P. (2009). Rethinking culture: Toward a pedagogy of possibility
in world language education. Critical Inquiry in Language Studies,
6(4), 243 -268.
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AVOID BEING >
CULTURE BOUND ~—

Having a single cultural
perspective.

Not being able to adopt
different points of view.




How is culture integrated into the
teaching of languages?
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(through
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Struggle to make it
natural part at all
levels

Moving toward
deeper understanding
of culture

Subconsciously
Infusing culture in
lessons

and language visible
In classrooms

Students gain
multiple
perspectives that
help them challenge
societal injustices




